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Charles B. Wills & Co. was started in June 1947 within a week after I graduated from 
U.N.H. Dad and Í were partners (he put in the money and 1 put in the time) an 
arrangement which lasted for about a dozen houses (i.e., until I could do it by myself). 


We picked out a lot on Locksley Road, Lynnfield and Dad drew up a house to be built on 
it. I didn't really know anything about building except what I'd picked up visiting jobs 
in progress with Dad and Mom plus a few months of working in his architectural office 
between the army and my return to U.N.H. in 1946. 


My first assignment was to go out to Brookline where an old building had been torn 
down and help a contractor load used lumber and bricks to be brought to the Lynnfield 
site. Although WWII had been over for about 2 years, there were still shortages of some 
items and Dad thought these materials were a good buy. The first thing I learned was 
that if you want to make sure your lumber isn't sliding off the truck, you look in the 
plate glass store windows as you drive by to check your mirror image. 


The second thing I learned was that if you dump the lumber and bricks at the job site, 
you should watch where you're walking because you might get a good case of poison ivy. 
Mine was so bad that I was confined to quarters for almost 3 weeks! 


The day we were to start framing, Bengt Eriksson, Dad's partner in the land at 
Sherwood Forest, lent me Alfred, one of his Swedish carpenters. Electric hand saws had 
not yet become common and in any event there was no electricity nearer than 800 feet 
away. Of course, I had no tools of my own, so after making a mark where he wanted the 
6x10 cut, Alfred handed me one of his saws and told me to cut the beam on the line. 

This was used lumber, probably at least 50 years old. Lumber gets harder as it ages 
and I thought I'd never get through that 6x10. The second problem was trying to stay 
on the line. The saw seemed to have a mind of its own and kept wandering away from 
the line. I finally got it cut off but it wasn't very straight. 


Of course I didn't have a clue about how to take off a lumber schedule. I didn't even 
know what a lumber schedule was. Dad said "Go down the street and see Mr. Johnson". 
He was a Canadian carpenter who lived on Oakland Street who had done a lot of work 
for Dad. So I took the plans which were pretty sketchy (and which I still have) but 
drawn by RBW himself down to Mr. Johnson who made up a lumber list for me. It must 
have been a good list because the house got built OK. 


The house progressed through the fall and was sold for us at the interior finish stage by 
Emil Hanslin of the Stone Company to Bud and Rusty Chesley. He was a wounded 
WWII veteran. They moved to Connecticut in 1954 but we still exchange Christmas 
cards and an occasional phone call. 


Almost three weeks after they moved in, we had heavy, deep snow and then cold which 
produced leaks in the roof because ice dams had formed at the gutters. 1, of course, 
didn't have a clue as to what was happening but got up on the roof with some laborers 
and shoveled off a couple of feet of snow. We continued to do this when needed for the 
rest of the winter till we could correct the problem in the spring at which time we 


2d off the first three feet of shingles, laid down roll roofing and then replaced the 
Shingles. 
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After the repairs were completed, the owner said he could see light at the edge of the 
roof as he looked out from the attic and that he was afraid bees would get in. When [ 
went up with the owner, I took my lead carpenter "Big Pete" Peterson with me. He 
glanced at the vent crack and said "Mm, yes Mr. Chesley, there is no problem. You see 
bees reguire three eighths of an inch clearance and this crack is only five sixteenths!" 


We've all heard the saying "What do you want, egg in your beer?" Adolf "Big Pete" 
Peterson would sit down on the job to have his lunch, pour a beer into his cup, break a 
raw egg into it, stir it up thoroughly and drink it. Some days that was his entire lunch. 
He was about 6'-4" and weighed in at about 240 pounds or so, didn't smoke but did chew 
snuff. He also was a prodigious producer and an excellent carpenter. The winter before 
I started work, Bengt and Dad wanted to get the trees cut for the first half mile of 
Locksley Road which was solidly wooded. Since materials were still in somewhat short 
supply and Bengt didn't have any houses ready to build, he gave Pete and his brother 
Gus the job of cutting and burning all those trees. They just had hand tools, probably a 
two man saw and axes; no chain saws, and no bulldozer to push the logs into piles. [ 
think it took them about a month to do the whole thing. 


Pete told me that it was an old Swedish custom when we got the rafters up on a house 
to nail a small pine branch to the ridge pole and when that was done then it was 
customary for the boss to buy beer for the whole crew. At that time, Donovan's in South 
Lynnfield Sguare had a bar on the left half of the building so after 4:30 we'd all stop 
there for several rounds. After a few houses, Pete forgot about the pine branch part of 
the custom but the beer part continued till the mid-fifties by which time we didn't have 
Big Pete working for us anymore. 


Pete was fairly light on his feet for such a big man and he took it upon himself to train 
me in carpentry since I didn't know anything when we started the first house. We were 
shingling the roof and I was staying pretty close to the plank on the roof brackets when 
Pete would come bouncing along to give me some instruction. I'd just hang on hoping 
not to lose my grip and drop two stories to the ground. Most of the time Pete didn't let 
the beer affect his work but once while he was working alone, I came in the next 
morning and found that the shingles had been applied to the garage wallin a wavy 
manner. 1 told Pete I didn't know what happened to his straight edge but that was not 
acceptable. Pete said "I'll come back Saturday morning and fix it on my own time". 


And he did. 


He was a very fast finish man. Before the advent of pre-hung doors he could hang 20 
doors by hand in a day and once he installed all the finish treads, risers and skirt 
boards on a straight stair between two walls in five hours. 


A big technological advance took place at the beginning of the second house. Power had 
been installed on the street just before the first family moved in, so for 877. I bought an 
electric hand saw. This was almost exactly the union carpenter's week's paycheck at 

the time. It surely did help to move things along. 
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We started the second house in the fall of '47 and had it framed up before the first snow | 
of 1948 fell. It was very heavy and deep. Memory says there was four feet of it 
accumulated in the driveway before I finally gave in and hired a bulldozer to plow it. 
Brother Dick was working for me that winter at $5.00 per day. Since we had not yet 
shingled the roof when the snows started, and Dick was the least experienced, Big Pete 
said "Richard, if you would please take this shovel and clean off the roof so we can start 
shingling". There was a good 15" of snow on the roof and Dick didn't believe Pete was 
serious but he was. Because there were at least three storms of a foot or more before 

we finally got the roof shingled, Dick ended up shoveling it off three times. 


That second house (7SF) sold to the DeMelles in the spring of '48, but when they moved 
in, they found that it was impossible to get their double bed spring up the winding stair, 
which created a crisis. After a little research on the telephone, I found a furniture store 
that could make me a folding spring which would fit up the stair. Thus the problem was 
solved. 


After that nothing sold until the fall of '49 by which time we'd built two more unsold 
spec houses in Sherwood Forest (39SF and 91SF) each priced at around $20,000. for 

7 rooms, 2% baths. We'd made about $1600. on that second house of which $800. was 
mine and that's all there was for 1948. 


Of course, we didn't know it was going to be so long till the next sale and Arnie and I 
were out-growing our Melrose apartment because of Richard's birth in July of ۰ 
There were no larger apartments available so we decided to build our own house. 


We picked a plan which would be expandable from its original two bedrooms, living 
room, bath and kitchen. We used up all the leftovers from the houses we'd built and 
some wrecking yard items my father had stored away. 1 didn't want to build the 
breezeway and garage along with the basic house but Dad and Bengt insisted that they 
couldn't approve the plans without that. 


I still didn't have any carpenters on my payroll, having borrowed them from Bengt 
Eriksson for the first three houses and having used a framing subcontractor, Henry 

- DiNardi, for the fourth one. Help was in short supply and Bengt had his own houses to 
build, but he loaned me Sven Johnson to help frame the floor after which I laid the floor 
boards. After that [ was able to get Henry and his brother Frank to give me a little 
lime just to get up the frame of the main house. Henry charged me $5.00 per hour for 
himself and his brother ($5.00 for both; not each) and with me helping, we got the walls, 
second floor joists and gambrel roof framed up for a total cash outlay of 599.00. Henry 
Was the only carpenter I ever saw drive an 8 penny nail all the way home with one tap 
and one blow of the hammer. 


After the frame was up, I boarded it in and then borrowed more men as I could beg 
them from Bengt. When it came time to build the chimney, I hired Mr. Fielding, an 
Englishman, and brother Dick (still at $5.00/day) and I tended him. That means we 
Mixed the mortar, put it in the hod and carried it up to Mr. Fielding. 


Dad had one overhead garage door and we had a two car garage but only one car so we 
just vertical-boarded over where the right hand garage door would have been and used 
the space for storage. A couple of years later when I bought a pickup truck, we installed 
the second door. 


The truck was a great help but it didn't come along till the summer of 1950. Up till 
then I used the family sedan with a roof rack to carry whatever extra lumber had to be 
picked up, and Arnie pushed the baby carriage if she wanted to go anywhere during 
working hours. 


By January 1949, just after we moved into 77 Locksley Road, the financial outlook was 
somewhat bleak so dear old Dad said he could use me in the office in Boston and he'd 
pay me $1.00 an hour. 1 did that for a few weeks and helped Big Pete do the interior 
finish on the fourth spec house. 


During the 5% years we lived at 77 Locksley Road, there were almost continuous 
improvement and expansion projects going on. First we had to complete the 
landscaping, walks and driveway. This was followed by one second floor bedroom which 
allowed for the creation of a dining room where the nursery had been. After that we 
finished a playroom in the basement. It had a bar which Dickie, age 3, managed to 
climb up on and fall from resulting in a concussion but no permanent damage. Then we 
erected a shed dormer upstairs for a new master bedroom and bath. The final project 
was making the breezeway into a small family room and adding a second chimney so it 
could have a fireplace. At the same time, we built a new porch behind it. 


There was a lot of careful budgeting in that house. The old account book shows that we 
spent $115. for kitchen cabinets, $72. for stair materials, $323.74 for chimney and 
fireplace labor and materials, plus $1165.70 for rough and finish carpentry labor. Not 
counting the land, we'd managed to spend $8644.82 by the time we moved in. 


In the fall of 1948, I got my cousin, Roger Harris, who was a senior in high school at the 
time, to help me on odd jobs that needed to be done around the houses. No record exists 
as to Rogers starting rate but it was probably 75 cents an hour. This turned out to be 
the best decision I made before or since. I already knew he was handy from odd jobs 
he'd done for my parents. He was very good at figuring out what had to be done and 
doing it. Fifty years later that still holds true. 
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Chesley 

15 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1948 

TSF 

Demelle 

14 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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9 Locksley Rd. 


Lynnfield 
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Charles St. 
Reading 


1949 


Osberg 
530 Lowell St. 
Lynnfield 


The house at 39SF was completed in the fall of 1948 but did not sell until October 1949. 
The selling price was $19,800. Fifty years later it was recently on the market for 
$375,000. but did not sell leading me to think it may have been a little overpriced. 


By the time I'd been in business for almost two years, I thought I was ready to tackle 
some contracts. Besides, I had a couple of unsold spec houses on my hands so I didn't 
need any more unsold inventory. The first thing that came along was a new Royal 
Barry Wills designed kitchen addition to the back of a 25 year old house in Wakefield 
occupied by the Emerson family. It had to be done in two stages because they had to 
use the existing kitchen until the new one was ready so most every trade had to go in 
twice. After the change over, we tore out the old kitchen and made it into a den. The 
total price was $4200. of which the profit was $275. I expected it to take two months 
but it ended up taking four. 


At about the same time a young couple named Doubleday had bought one of Dad's stock 
plans to be built on their lot in Reading. This went off fairly smoothly, but in order to 
keep costs down 1 helped on the outside painting in order to receive a credit of $1.00 per 
hour from the painting contractor. 


Calvin Osberg, who had at one time been our neighbor in Melrose, had Dad's office 
design a house for his lot in Lynnfield. I built the main house and eleven years later 
built the addition on the right side. Cal, who was a very handy accountant, finished off 


the upstairs, basement plus the breezeway and garage in addition to doing all his own 
wiring. 


91SF was another one we sat with for 6 or 7 months by which time it finally sold for 
$20,300. 


Things still weren't too busy in the fall of '49, so I went down to Cohasset to build this 
house on Jerusalem Road. It was in an area called "Deeprun" which Dad was 
developing at the time. Sometimes I stayed overnight in my parents' summer house on 
the grounds there. It saved a 90 mile round trip to Lynnfield but as we got into 


November it was a bit chilly except near the fireplace as the house did not have central 
heating. 


18 Maolis Road, Nahant 


This house was built for two sisters named Simpson and was the first house where [ 
tad my own payroll carpentry crew, having previously "borrowed" men from Bengt or 
used framing sub-contractors. The wind off the ocean behind the house was pretty cold 
in February and March while we were shingling the roof. 


1949 

91SF 

Van Tassell 

69 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1949 


MacDermott 
104 Jerusalem Rd. 
Cohasset 


1950 


Simpson 
18 Maolis Rd. 
Nahant 
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1950 


Purinton 
65 Harding Rd. 
Lexington 


1950 


Dean 
55 Bertwell Rd. 
Lexington 


1950 

32SF 

Herlihy 

37 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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By coincidence, the only two houses I ever built in Lexington happened in the summer of 
1950 and were only about four blocks apart. The Purinton house came through the 
architectural office of Don Goss. "The Dean job was referred to me by Bengt who was too 
busy and didn't want to build it. As I look back on those early years, I realize how lucky 
I was to have Bengt's help in various ways. 


32 SF 


This was the first house on which we used a poured concrete foundation. The forms for 
it were erected for about 5180. by Schelzi and Hogan who were a couple of hard working 
partners. 1 don't know what happened to Hogan, but Schelzi's sons now own 26 

concrete plants operating 160 ready-mix trucks. 
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86SF 

John Weary, like many of our customers in the earlier days, did a lot of work himself on 
his house including the exterior painting. I sold him an old extension ladder for $5.00 
which he was using to paint the left. gable end by the attic window when the rung on 
which he was standing broke causing him to fall to the ground. Í happened to be 
passing by and ran over saying "Can I help you, John?" John stood up and brushed him 
self off saying "No thanks, don't you think I know how to fall?" 


Leonard Road 


This was a 24'x24' house built on an odd lot owned by the Stone Company. Total 
contract price was about $10,000.00. Our painting sub-contractor was Roger Harris for 
about $550.00 inside and out. He tried to get a riggers license which all painters are 
supposed to have but the State wouldn't consider his application because he was less 
than 21 years old at the time. 


87SF 


I made a mistake of $1000.00 in adding up the estimate on this one so I thought I'd 
better add to the overhead by investing in an adding machine. I bought an old one from 
Bengt for $30.00 which was non-electric. After you punched in each item on the keys, 
you had to pull a handle, sort of like a "one armed bandit". 
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Weary 

89 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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80 Locksley I 
Lynnfield 
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Foote 
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404 Jerusalem Rd. 
Cohasset 


1951 


J. Wills, Sr. 
55 Apple Hill La. 
Melrose 
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R. Bell 
Pine Ridge Rd. 
Reading 
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R. Clark 

8 Longbow Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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Plum 

10 Longbow Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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1952 

116SF 

Crane 

2 Dunstan Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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1952 

102SF 

Foulkes 

6 Longbow Rd. 
Lynnfield 


104SF 


We built this house at 10 Longbow Road with the idea that we'd move into it ourselves 
but it sold before we could sell 77 Locksley Road so we stayed where we were. 


116SF 


We put this one on the market as $22,500.00 and our best prospect made four offers 
starting at $19,500.00. When he got up to $22,000.00 we split the difference at 
$22,250.00. I thought he was an awful chiseler but he turned out to be one of my 
biggest boosters. 


The two story part of this house has a foundation which measures 17 feet by 29 feet and 
It was built for Dick Foulkes, a bank teller with no previous experience at building. Our 
contract called for building the main house only through the plastering stage after 
which Dick Foulkes completed the interior and built all the one story part including 
doing his own plastering and even building the second chimney with a large fireplace. 
They're still good friends and each of their subsequent moves has involved extensive 
building projects for Dick. 
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18 Spear Street, Melrose 


A friend of Dad's sold me two lots here for $500.00 total which were on solid ledge. A 
few months after I sold the first house my phone rang at 2:30 in the morning. It was 
Mr. Anderson calling from Baltimore saying that he was away on business and his wife 
had called him to say that the heating pipes were making noises and that I should do 
something about it right away. He also said that one might expect this kind of problem 
in an $8900.00 house but when one paid $11,900.00 it certainly shouldn't happen. 
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16 Longbow Rd. 
Lynnfield 
zêd 
RE واه ک‎ 6/2017 ŽSYZ k. 
0۸ Ces وړ‎ 
1952 


A.J. Anderson 
18 Spear St. 
Melrose 
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French 

165 Main St. 
Lynnfield 
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Stalker 
45 Apple Hill Lane 
Melrose 


1952 

79SF 

McCredis 

115 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1953 

68SF 

Groncki 

171 Locksley Road 
Lynnfield 
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| later became Real Estate Editor of the Boston Herald and a partner with us in some 
| development projects in Boxford. 


22 Beaver 

This house which was built for Wells and June Johnson is still (in 1998) occupied by 

June which makes it the oldest one still occupied by an original owner. 
14 Herrick 
This house, built for Bill and Ginny Dorman, has some wrought iron work in the kitchen 
done by John Gould, one of the last old time blacksmiths in Essex County. Bill Dorman 


138SF 

Hahn 

15 Bishops Lane 
Lynnfield 


1953 


W. Johnson 
22 Beaver Ave. 


Lynnfield 
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Dorman 

14 Herrick Rd. 
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1953 


Wood 
Fernway 
Winchester 


1953 

Arthur Tucker 
#20 Spear St. 
Melrose 


1953 

66SF 

Gruber 

168 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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Loux 


Lynnfield 
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Allen 
97 Mooreland Rd. 


Melrose 
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139SF 
Widness 


12 Dunstan Rd. 
Lynnfield 


58SF 
Moore 

136 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield | 


1954 


Sowers 
18 Leah Street 
Melrose 


1954 

83SF 

Hathaway 

101 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1954 


Melendy 


21 Pilgrim | 


Spurr 
76 Prospect 5t. 
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3 Friars Lane 
Lynnfield 
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1954 

82SF 

Coffin 

105 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1954 

121SF 
Lechthaler 

12 Bishops Lane 


Lynnfield 


5 Wood Lane, Winchester 


This house, which was built for my mother and father occupies the rose garden of an 
estate in Winchester. Hundreds of specimen rose bushes were given away to make 
room for the house, and hundreds more were saved by careful planning. There was so 
little available space on the site that the excavated earth had to be trucked to a nearby 
lot owned by others and hauled back to be used for backfill. Most of the exposed wood 
inside and outside is antigue material supplied by Tony Dell'lsola. The roof shingles 
were second hand cypress which had been removed from a house in Gloucester, and 
most of the framing lumber was resawn used material. 


82517 


In 1993 a second story was added to this house but we liked it so Httle that we didn't 
want anyone to think we built it. Since we didn't have an old picture to use, I asked our 
daughter-in-law Kathleen to remove the offending second story digitally on her 
computer. This picture is the result. 


When we built the Lechthalers' house it was a one story ranch. The second floor was 
added later by others. We didn't have Kathleen remove it because we thought it looked 
okay. Mrs. Lechthaler was a piano teacher who gave lessons to Nancy and Cindy. 
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Glen Green 


'These three houses were built at the same time for the Stone Company. Everything 
went. well until the houses were almost complete at which time a storm deposited 11 
inches of rain in 24 hours. 'The finished lower levels of #23 and #25 were under two feet 
of water which caused considerable anxiety to the two buyers under agreement who had 
not yet taken title. If the storm had come a couple of weeks later, we'd have had the 
houses connected to the large drain between the houses. As it was, we rented a 500 
gallon per minute pump which keep us ahead of the water. 
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Stone Co. 
91 Glen Green 
Winchester 


1955 


Stone Co. 
23 Glen Green 
Winchester 


1955 


Stone Co. 
25 ( rlen Green 
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1955 

159SF 

F. White 

4 Doncaster Rd 
Lynnfield 


1955 
148SF 
C.B. Wills 


19 Doncaster Circle 
Lynnfield 


1955 

158SF 

Ritz š 

6 Doncaster Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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We became quite friendly with Fred and Pinky White and since Pinky was expecting a 
baby shortly after they moved in, I offered to come over and baby-sit their 2 year old 
when she was ready to go to the hospital. The call came about 5 o'clock one morning, so 
I jumped out of bed and into some clothes so as not to waste any time getting there. 
When 1 arrived Pinky ushered me into the living room and said "Please sit down 
Charlie, we can't leave just yet. Fred's shaving." 


148SF 


This was our second house which we lived in from 1955-1961. Originally, I had my 
office in the lower level and there was a porch on the right front corner. Just before 
Martha was born in 1959, we closed in the porch creating an office there and adding a 
new porch behind it allowing the former office to become a bedroom. When we lived 
there it was painted white and had light brown blinds. 


158SF 


As near as Í can tell, this is the oldest of our houses still occupied by both the original 
owners. Carl and Phyllis Ritz are still there as of 1999. 
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48A SF 


We originally built this house for the Footes who had bought a house from us earlier 


located just across the street. This one was built as a one story cape ranch which has 
since had a second story added. 
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Rudowski 
4 Friars Lane. 
Lynnfield 


1955 

59SF 
Hosterman 

140 Locksley Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1955 
18A SF 


Foote 


100 Locksley Ra. | 


Lynnfield 


1956 


169SF 
Tereshkow 
6 Hunting Lane 
Lynnfield 
| 
i | ١ 1956 
dL TTE 149SF 
IF B Gunther 
TIG + 21 Doncaster Cir. 
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1956 
192SF 
Gunderman 
T . > 
9 Nottingham Rd. 
Lynnfield 


Hank Tereshkow was a big Louis Armstrong fan, and his wife had planned for his 
birthday to take him to a live appearance of Louie and his band nearby. It turned out 
that they couldn't go until the next day because he'd promised me they'd come to Town 
Meeting to vote for our Westknoll re-zoning. I never found out about the postponement 
of this birthday celebration till years later when I went to visit him in a nursing home a 
few days before he died. Even then he didn't tell me but as he was showing photos of 
himself and Louie, I realized that that's what had happened. 


149SF 


The Gunthers were our next door neighbors when we lived on Doncaster Circle. Several 
years after they retired to Maine, John died but we still hear from Marion from time to 
time. 
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These three houses were built on 3 contiguous lots at about the same time. Our 
plumber at the time was named Donnelly and Arthur Connelly was a golfing buddy of 


his. When Arthur first rang our doorbell, he said "I'm Connelly sent by Donnelly and I 


want you to build me a house." 


Ann and Lester "Nip" Reynolds came to me through Royal Barry Wills Associates who 
had drawn their plans. When I found that Ann was an experienced bookkeeper who had 
some time to spare, [ thought it would be a good time to get some help in that 
department since I'd been doing it all myself. She came in one day a month, recorded 
about 150 checks in the journals, posted them to the ledger, did a trial balance, paid the 
bills and typed whatever needed to be done. It raised the overhead by $15.00 per month 


but it was well worth it. 


Bill and Mim Howard moved here from Melrose and when the office was moved to 55 
Salem Street in 1965, she became our first full-time secretary/bookkeeper. 
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1957 
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Woodworth 
21 Wing Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1956 was a busy year. Even though it snowed about three feet after March 15th, we 
closed on 14 houses that year. 'Two were in Winchester but the rest were allin 
Sherwood Forest; otherwise I never could have handled that much volume without a 
superintendent to help me. 


During the company's early years there was, of course, not enough volume to support an 
outside office and a secretary/bookkeeper. The office when we lived on Locksley Road 
was in a corner of the dining room, and after that it was in a separate room in our next 
two houses. This meant that Arnie did the phone answering when 1 wasn't there as 

well as whatever typing had to be done on whatever second hand typewriter we had at 
the time. In the beginning my mother helped customers make selections of wallpapers, 
etc., but this project soon got turned over to Arnie too and she did a great job on it for 
close to 25 years. When I look back on those years, I realize how busy she was with four 
children and all the extra work she did for the company and I am forever grateful to her. 


In 1955 Roger came back from the army and was working for me in his spare time and 
vacations while he went to Wentworth Institute. One of his specialties was insulating 
which he did on piece work for 1 1/4 cents per sguare foot. Because he was so good at 
fixing things, he was often the one who was sent to do customer call-backs. After his 
graduation from Wentworth in 1957, he came to work for the company full time. 


When the company started, there were plenty of house lots iu Sherwood Forest which 
were being continually developed by Royal Barry Wills and Bengt Eriksson. My first 
development was Wing Road, Lynnfield, in 1956 in partnership with Emil Hanslin. 
About half of the street had previously been developed by others, and we bought the 
northerly part from Woody Ray which made 15 lots. The houses were all built between 
1957 and 1961. 
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This was one of the larger houses we'd built up to that time, and one of the things 
Henry Zimmermann insisted on was buying the lot next door which he did for $6000. 
When Henry sold the house and moved out 40 years later, the extra lot was sold 
separately for $240,000. 


9HH 


We'd always liked our oak floors stained dark, but the prospects for this house said they 
liked everything about the house except the floors, so in order to make the sale, we 
sanded off the stain and refinished the floors natural. After that we never stained floors 
in a spec house. Fairly often customers would say they must have us over to dinner 
after they move in, but usually it didn't really happen so it got to be a standing joke to 
us when someone said it. 


The Magills were different - they actually came through with an invitation. Prior to 
that time, Arnie didn't care for anything with tomato in it and always refused such 
when offered. When we arrived, Mrs. Magill said "I do hope you like lasagna because 
it's my specialty." Arnie turned pale but she couldn't refuse so that's how she found she 
liked lasagna and she's been eating it ever since. 


1965F 


Remember the story about the bed that wouldn't fit up the stairway back in 1948? I 
managed to make the same mistake again nine years later. This time the folding 
spring wasn't an acceptable option so we had to remove a window at the rear of the 


second floor, cut a large hole in the wall, and replace it with a pair of mullion windows in 
order to get the box spring in. 
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The Babaians' house had a clear ceiling span of 29 feet unsupported in some places so it 
gave us our first experience with a truss roof. It's all put together with special bolts and 
ring connectors which had to be grooved out specially. Because the pitch was fairly 


steep, the trusses were hard to handle, but it went together perfectly and never gave us 
any problems afterwards. 
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This was one of the largest and most expensive houses we'd built. It's on an especially 
nice lakefront lot in Sherwood Forest. The design was by Royal Barry Wills Associates. 


184SF 


I've always liked this contemporary design done for us by my brother Dick. It 

represented a change from our usual traditional architecture which we decided to do 

because the market was guite slow that year. It sold within a reasonable time but we IN 

didn't repeat with more houses like it. I don't know why we didn't. | 
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This was the first house on which we used plywood for floors, walls and roofs rather 
than boards. 2x4 corner braces could be eliminated because the plywood was so much 
more rigid than boards. Besides saving installation labor it eliminated the shrinkage of 
boards in the roof which made the asphalt shingles wrinkle. We never built another 
house with boards, and plywood shortly became the industry standard. 
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Emil and I bought some land on Myopia Hill in Winchester in 1958 which included a 
house and barn plus eight other lots. We sold the house, made the barn into a house, 
built two new houses and sold six of the lots to others. We fought against a town 
requirement that we extend sewer into the area but we finally gave in and did it. It 
turned out to be guite reasonable in cost after all. 


Coombs - Myopia 


This one was an existing barn on the Myopia Road property in Winchester. Following 
brother Dick's design, we made guite a large house out of it. There have been some 
subseguent alterations for which Dick is not responsible. 


St. Pauls 


I was asked if we could do better on the price of this church addition because the 
commercial builders who had bid on it were all more expensive than the church's 
budget. We were able to negotiate a price that would work and the church took out a 
life insurance policy on me in case I got hit by a bus and they had to hire a more costly 
contractor to finish it. 


20051 


Roger could no doubt tell the story of this one better than I since it was his house and he 
did most of the work on it himself. One Saturday afternoon as he was working alone im 
the lower level, there was a very heavy thundershower which very quickly created a 
large pool of water between the rear foundation wall and the ledge just behind it, 
causing a large section of this block wall to fall in and the whole house to shift on what 
was left of the foundation. Roger dove out the front window fearing that the whole 
house would come down on top of him. The rain stopped guickly and the house didn't 
fall down but the rear wall had to be rebuilt and the house re-aligned on top ofit. The 
wing on the left contains a new master bedroom which Roger added a few years later. 
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1960 was a slow year and Í was looking for work to keep people busy so offered to 
build this commercial building for the Gas Company. "The price was around 54000. And 
we were so much lower than their usual commercial contractors that they couldn't 
believe it but it worked out fine for us. 


TASF 

Mrs. Evjy was confined to a wheelchair but was a very active lady who could get herself 
and her chair in and out of her Cadillac convertible without extra help. The house was 
designed around her handicap by Dick Wills long before there were any rules about how 
it had to be done. It is built on a concrete slab using radiant hot water heat with 1/8" 
thick oak flooring cemented down on it. We ran into some problems laying the flooring 
and the manufacturer flew a man up from Memphis at their expense to make sure we 
got it right. Harry Schwarzer, our framing foreman, was out sick when this one started, 
so Roger Harris filled in for him laying out and cutting all the rafters on the ground 
without any of the usual cut and try and refit that sometimes happened. 1 think the old 
timers were waiting to see if the college boy could really do it right. Everything fit 
perfectly. 


MAH 


When Bill Archer was brought to us by Bob Stone, he took a quick look at the house, 
said he liked it and would pay the price but he had to take title and move in within 

three days. We'd never done a deal from purchase and sale agreement to closing in less 
than two weeks and the usual timing was 60 days, but we agreed to do it, arranged his 
me (gage financing, got the title work done and passed papers in two days leaving the 
third day for his movers. With the amount of paperwork required today, I think it 
would be impossible to do it that quickly. 
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This was another Bob Stone deal. I'd completed the plans, specs and pricing for the 
Hodges' house but they lived in Norwalk, Connecticut about 170 miles away and we 
didn't want to wait a week to mail the papers, so about 2 PM Bob and I drove to 
Norwalk, joined them for dinner, signed all the papers and arrived back in Lynnfield 
about two o'clock the next morning. 


Dr. Morrow 


This building was originally built as an office on a tiny lot in South Lynnfield Sguare for 


a dentist who was a neighbor of ours. It probably could not be built at all today because 
there wouldn't be enough room for the septic system. 
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Dubrow 
33 Hilltop Dr. 


Wenham 


34 Hilltop Dr.. Wenham 


When we were building the septic system behind the house there was a big rainstorm 
which filled up the excavation for the leaching field which probably covered 1500 square 
feet. The water was a couple of feet deep so, in order to drain it, our backhoe operator 
dug a trench to the right of the house leading to the street When the water was 

released it came out with such force that it got under the street pavement, buckling it 
completely in an area 15 feet wide and about 200 feet long which we had to repave for 
the town. 


303SF 


We moved into this house in July 1961, and as one of the kids said "Now each of us has 
his or her own bedroom except Mom and Dad and they have to share." The children 
were 13, 11, 9 and 2. It was the first house in which we used the new thin coat plaster 
which was not yet available in the north. We went to Florida to watch it being used, 
then had the materials specially shipped up from Florida along with a Florida plasterer 
who showed our mechanics how to apply it. Everything worked out perfectly, but the 
only way for us to have it available was to manufacture the material ourselves and we 
decided we didn't want to do that so we didn't use the new system again for several 
years. The office was still in the house but was larger and located next to the garage. 
In order to create a beamed ceiling in the basement playroom, we framed the first floor 
with 4" x 10" beams; 4 ft. on center covered with 1 1/4" thick tongued and grooved 
sheets of plywood. 


During the first 15 years (1947-61) design credits were as follows: 


Royal Barry Wills Associates 51 


Richard Wills 26 
Claude Miquelle 23 
Other Architects 6 
In-House (CBW or RH) 15 
Total 121 


The next development project for Emil and me was Westknoll in Lynnfield. In the 
spring of 1960, the Planning Board approved our 45 lot plan, but the approval was 
appealed by one of the neighbors on the grounds that the text of the by-law said one 
thing and the zoning map, which we had followed, showed another. We lost our case in 
Superior Court which would have cost us 20 lots. After a year in which we failed to get 
the town's error corrected by the state legislature and the town meeting, we decided to 
try one more time with a special town meeting. Arnie and I wrote letters to all the 
voters we knew including the owners of many houses we'd built and it paid off. In June 
1961 the town meeting voted the reguired 2/3 majority for our proposal to correct the 
error in the zoning by law and we were able to proceed. This has been one of my 
favorite developments. The siting work on many of the 15,000 sguare feet lots was 
guite a challenge. The houses were built between 1962 and 1966. 


27WK 


This one was our first contract in Westknoll and we were very anxious to stay on 
schedule but it was March and the weather wasn't cooperating so that Dom Serino's 
crew couldn't lay concrete blocks for the foundation. The solution was to build a 
temporary polyethylene tent over the whole foundation area and lay the blocks while it 
rained. 
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It doesn't show in the picture but when we built this house designed by brother Dick, it 
had a 12'x20' indoor swimming pool in the back. The humidity created by that much 
water turned out to be a problem as soon as the Dalys moved in but we hired an expert 
to tell us what to do about it. As soon as we installed a couple of fans and a humidistat, 
the problem was solved, but I understand that a subsequent owner has since filled in 
the pool. 
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The McEwans were a middle aged couple with grown children who considered the 
gambrel roof cape at 5 Fernway but bought the two story at 2 Fernway because it was 
more space for the same money (about $40,000.). The following year, they sold it 
because it was too big and then they bought the smaller house around the corner on 
Stone Lane at Lot 17B. 


28WK 

Mostly it was the male of the family who did the bargaining but not in this case. In the 
sixties, it was the custom of some banks to pay builders a 1% finders fee for bringing in 
mortgage business. The Brosnans needed only $13,000. mortgage so Patricia said she'd 
give our bank the mortgage business if Td split the $130.00 commission with her, so I 
got $65. and she got $65. You had to get up early in the morning to get ahead of her. 
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Carangelo 


One can't see it in the picture, but this house is on the ocean. We built three fairly large 
houses at Lincoln House Point on very tight lots. There was just about enough room to 
pile the lumber. | 


Ardon Farm in Boxford was bought by my father, Bengt Eriksson, Bill Dorman, Tom 
Cargill and me in 1961. After Dad died in January 1962, brother Dick took his place. 
There were about 175 acres with a nice old colonial farm house and a fair sized pond. 
We developed it in several sections during the sixties, building 22 houses ourselves and 
selling 28 lots to others. There were deed restrictions reguiring that all houses be 
designed by Royal Barry Wills Associates. Before we sold off the farm house, we held a 
couple of skating parties on the frozen pond. In 1970, we sold off a large piece of the 
acreage to the owner of the farm house. The houses we built were completed from 
1963-1979. 
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The house at 17 Fernway was the first one on which we used aluminum gutters. They 
looked very similar to the wood ones but had a much larger capacity and wouldn't rot. 
Once we tried them, we declined to install wood ones even if the customer wanted them. 


Donovan's Laundry 


This commercial building was originally designed by Roger Harris as a dry cleaning 
establishment but it has since been converted to another use. 


44WK 


The picture doesn't show much besides the garage, but this was a very challenging site 
for which Dick Wills designed an interesting house with a spacious deck hanging over 
the woods on the left hand side. 
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The next development was 19 lots off Chestnut Street in Lynnfield called 'Rock 
Rimmon' which I bought from John Kimball in 1964. Wood shingle roofs were not 
allowed by the local building code at the time but I wanted to use them. I brought in 
the regional wood shingle representative who convinced the local fire officials to 
recommend the change which was then passed by the town meeting. This was the first 
subdivision in town to use underground wiring too. It was done voluntarily before the 
town required it. 
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Weismantel 
18 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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Heinemann 
20 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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26 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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Wright 
33 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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1965 
38AWK 
Steere 


31 Fernway 
Lynnfield 


1965 
39AWK 
Rechtien 

29 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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Robart 


3 Fernway 
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Lynnfield 


O'Connor 
21 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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1966 

8WK 
Monahan 
8 Westway 
Lynnfield 
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1966 

34WK 
Swasey 

28 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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1966 

35WK 

L. Blaustein 
30 Fernway 
Lynnfield 
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1966 
36WK 
Hager 

7 Westway 
Lynnfield 


1966 
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Burns 


One Townsend Rd. 


Lynnfield 


1966 
IRR 
Walsh 
1 Townsend Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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6RR 

Coffin 

11 Townsend Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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Lynnfield 


| RESOLD 402070 pom Itm 
[s - HEY (sve 2222 


nnn v 5 poe mn 
E یې‎ 


1966 
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H. Bell 

8 Townsend Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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1966 

14RR 

W. Clark 

6 Townsend Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1966 

19RR 

N. Sullivan 
4 Townsend Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1966 


D.F. Harris 
Fosters Lane 


Wakefield 


1966 

7RR 

Musial 

13 Townsend Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1966 

2FL 

Rizk 

15 Fletcher Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1966 

3FL 

Adinolfi 

21 Fletcher Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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We had used wood roof shingles quite often and in various places but found that they 
were very time consuming to install. As I remember it our carpenters could lay about 
1% squares (150 sq. ft.) per man per day. While we were building this house for the 
Musials, I called the Shingle and Shake Bureau and they sent out a roofer from South 
Carolina to show us how to do it fast. He put on 1% squares in two hours - four times 
as fast as our guys. They did pick up some pointers from him but never did egual his 
speed. Of course, the expert did nothing but lay cedar roof singles and shakes while our 
people did all around carpentry work as well. 


In 1965, Emil and I purchased some acreage at the end of Fletcher Road from George 
Page, owner of the Colonial Golf Club who had originally bought it so he could erect a 
billboard on it. He sold us the part he didn't need for his sign. It made 19 lots on 
Fletcher Road and October Lane. The houses were completed between 1966 and 1968. 


During the sixties, we sometimes had as many as 50 lots in inventory in Lynnfield at 
any given time, but as the land was used up it became more and more difficult to 
acquire vacant land to develop. 
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Condon 
Fletcher Rd 
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1966 
14FL 
Kaminski 
16 Fletcher Rd. 
Lynnfield 
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1966 

18FL 
Bigda 
10 Fletcher Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1966 

19FL 

Harry 

8 Fletcher Rd. 
Lynnfield 


1966 
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Pyne 

26 Fletcher Re 
Lynnfield 
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ALBUM STYLE # BP-200 
PIONEER PHOTO ALBUMS, INC. 
9801 Deering Avenue, 
Chatsworth, Calif. 91311 
USE REFILL # 46BPR 
MADE IN PHILIPPINES 


FIELD, MA 01940 


